
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Monday, July 15, 2024   
Location: Palmyra Community Library  
Duration: 4:30 – 8:00 pm 
Total Attendance: 50+  
Disclaimer: This report provides a high-level overview of the results from Public Workshop 
#2. It intends to reveal key themes from the workshop to inform the comprehensive 
planning process. 
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Station 5: Vision Statement 

 

Our Vision for Palmyra…Palmyra is a vibrant community that harmoniously blends its historic 
downtown charm with the feeling of a small town. We strive to strike a balance of preservation 
and innovation, remembering and learning from our history while keeping an eye on the future 
to navigate our short and long-term needs. Our Village and Town work collaboratively to maximize 
capacity and resources to improve the quality of life for all in Palmyra. We are welcoming and 
inclusive, ensuring we remain a community that all people can call home. We preserve our historic 
character and cherished neighborhoods, fostering a strong sense of community identity and 
pride as a historic canal town. Downtown Palmyra is the center of our community, providing 
housing, year-round economic opportunities, recreation and green spaces, and social and cultural 
events that are accessible through multiple transportation modes for residents and visitors alike. 
With the Village as our community hub, the Town serves to sustain rural lifestyles and our 
agricultural heritage, while remaining easily accessible to village life and regional amenities. We 
make intentional choices to appropriately balance the needs of the present with those in the 
long term to safeguard our natural resources and empower our community to be resilient in the 
years to come. 

 

Question: What’s missing from this vision statement?                                                                                                   

General Comments: 
Town & Village look run down. Weeds along streets and 
trees in bad shape  
Statement is too long & flowery – list 3-5 key goals 
I support this vision 100% but it could be condensed into a 
tighter statement 
I would like to see more references to attracting viable small 
businesses + the village/town leveraging grant opportunities 
to help them thrive & grow 
Agreed to all, but hopefully to see a mission that prioritizes 
attracting small businesses that will support and be 
supported by the community 
Needs to specify economic development and active 
engagement from village & town officials to attract viable 
small businesses  
There appears to be sparse reference to the spectrum of 
senior needs. This group is large and will grow larger. 
Perhaps their needs could be aggregated 
Great statement, I would like to see funding for historic 
building owners to refurbish their buildings  
Total Sticky Notes = 8 
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Priority Policy Area 1: Cultural & Historic Preservation 

 

General Feedback:  

General Comments: 
Action Item 1.1.1 – create a historic trail for the Village 
Action Item 1.1.2 – Prospective homebuyers to attract zone 
enforcement needs lots of attention 
Action Item 1.3.2 - Farmer’s market   
Total Sticky Notes = 3 

 

Green = Support  &  Red = Don’t Support 
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Priority Policy Area 2: Economic Development, Tourism, & Recreation 

 

General Feedback:  

General Comments: 
Action Item 2.2.3 - Make a business development & tourism 
office on Main St. Make highly visible   Green x 5 
Action Item 2.2.3 – Grants come from taxes. We need less 
taxes. 
Objective 2.3 – Find an area to build businesses that do not 
face onto local roads, family housing, etc.   Green x 2  
Action Item 2.3.1 – Community Gardens?   Green x 4 
Action Item 2.3.2 – Prospect Hill! 
Action Item 2.3.4 – And include Prospect Park and the 
Cemetery Park   Green x 4 
Action Item 2.3.4 - Would rather see benches & pavilion  
Action Item 2.3.5 – Prefect location for community center 
expansion behind town hall 
Action Item 2.3.6 – Work with the Wayne County Fairground 
Group to host events. Not maximized   Green x 3 
Action Item 2.3.7 – We have a wonderful community center 
Total Sticky Notes = 10 
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Priority Policy Area 3: Downtown Revitalization 

 

General Feedback: 

General Comments: 
Action Item 3.1 – Enough with the smoke shops. Very 
undesirable    Green x 1  
Action Item 3.2.1 – Town & Village Combine Code to 
Simplify 
Action Item 3.2.2 – Should have one code for Village & 
Town. Don’t need 3 
Action Item 3.2.4 – Leverage this to support historic 
preservation 

Action Item 3.2.4 – Clean up the slum lords 
Action Item 3.2.5 – as long as not targeted & pressured to a 
property owner  
Objective 3.3 – Bikes, buses, any way to get around besides 
driving 
Objective 3.3 – Mulit-modal is an undefined term. A list is 
much more precise  
Action Item 3.3.1 – Refer to North Union Street in Olean, NY 
for Palmyra’s Main Street inspiration 
Action Item 3.3.2 – Fix the bad sidewalks instead of spray 
painting them and weeding all the curbs & sidewalks 
Action Item 3.3.2 – Bike safety measures, especially with 
the rise of e-bike use 
Action Item 3.3.2 – Continuous sidewalks are needed at 
every intersection 
Action Item 3.3.2 – Bike path needs to be widened and 
paved 
Action Item 3.3.5 – Have the police department actually 
patrol crosswalks 
Action Item 3.3.7 – “Green” means increased taxes  
Objective 3.4 – Palmyra needs some kind of nightlife such 
as eateries or breweries. Viable small business instead of 
more smoke shops 
Objective 3.4 – Tiny home community needed near/inside 
Village 
Action Item 3.4.3 – As long as it's related to historic items in 
Palmyra   Green x 3 
Action Item 3.4.6 - Looks like graffiti  
Action Item 3.4.6 – Have the WCWA pay for murals for the 
monstrosity 
Total Sticky Notes = 20 
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Priority Policy Area 4: Infrastructure & Community Connectivity 

 

General Feedback: 

General Comments: 
Objective 4.1 – For seniors to house in place. Need senior-
friendly housing, general store, etc. For them – walkable or 
scooter friendly   Green x 1 
Objective 4.1 – Someone needs to buy Unclaimed Freight 
and everything in that block and get a grocery store there or 
on Route 21 
Objective 4.1 – Palmyra needs more missing middle housing 
Objective 4.2 – Protection of groundwater for wells. It will 
probably be too cost-prohibitive to run town water 
(inflation) 
Action Item 4.2.1 – Update & improve power grid & 
substation 
Action Item 4.2.5 – Specifically native plant species, maybe 
pollinator gardens, etc.  
Action Item 4.2.8 – Underground utilities & tree planting 
program 
Action Item 4.2.9 – Thought all Town now had water access?  
Objective 4.3 – Plant trees around sewer treatment plant 
Objective 4.3 – Maybe if the Village Police would give out 
tickets to those traveling over 30 mph – cars might just 
travel slower! 
Objective 4.3 – speed limit on south side of town hall remain 
30 mph further out!   Green x 1 
Objective 4.3 – minimum lot sizes, minimum parking, 
minimum setbacks are all not good 
Action Item 4.3.1 – becoming a requirement for numerous 
CFAs 
Action Item 4.3.2 – Break up large single family lots within 
Village, upzone all of the village to permit tons of housing   
Red x 2 
Action Item 4.4.2 – Reinstate aqueduct as trail to remove 
travel on Route 31 
Objective 4.5 – Palmyra needs nightlife on the canal and 
Canalside, pedestrian development   Green x 4 
Objective 4.5 – Market street needs to be closed to cars 
between Main St and become pedestrianized  
Action Item 4.5.2 – Need a grocery store 
Action Item 4.5.2 – Strong grocery store. Major priority! 
Total Sticky Notes = 19 
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Priority Policy Area 5: Natural Resource Conservation 

 

General Feedback: 

General Comments: 
Action Item 5.1.4 – No additional oversite requirements 
Action Item 5.1.5 – In the marina, there have been water 
moccasins on the side without a dock for over 10 years! 
Snake be gone!  Red x 1 
Objective 5.2 – Absolutely no residential development on 
any farmland in Palmyra    Rex 1 
Objective 5.2 – Do not raise the sewer plant for the next 30 
years. We are closest to the plant. We should get a break. 
Objective 5.2- Keep development inside the village and 
densify what we have currently   Green x 1 
Objective 5.2 – No mandates on grass/lawn types, allow 
different types of lawns that are not regular grass   Green x 1  
Action Item 5.2.4 – No foreign ownership of farmland and 
protection of water rights that can’t be sold   Green x 1 
Objective 5.3 – revise zoning laws for side & rear setbacks 
for solar farms. Make it comparable to other towns 
(Macedon)  
Objective 5.3 – More taxes no thank you 
Action Item 5.3.2 – Revise zoning laws to inhibit the siting of 
energy storage systems 
Total Sticky Notes = 10 
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Priority Policy Area 6: Collaborative Local Governance 

 

General Feedback: 

General Comments: 
Objective 6.1 – Need balance between Village + Town 
growth 
Action Item 6.1.1 – limit/restrain salaries    
Green x 1    Red x 1 
Action Item 6.1.2 – For the school, also, salaries are not 
geared toward the household income for Pal-Mac 
Action Item 6.1.2 – You can’t even speak at the Village 
meeting. No communication for residents more of a 
dictatorship  

Action Item 6.1.3 – Quarterly newsletter from VB & TB 
Objective 6.2 – A lot of Village owned property. Don’t need 
all the property. Rents for Village owned property should 
reflect the going rate 
Objective 6.2 – Police should enforce tractor trailer truck 
speeding instead of charging more taxes 
Objective 6.2 – They need to look into tax exempt properties. 
Mormons should be taxed on property they rent out.  
Action Item 6.2.7 – This sounds fishy. No taxes on churches. 
Total Sticky Notes = 9 
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